gelber 3.gxp 02/12/2005 14:04 Page 1 $

PALESTINE
1948



gelber 3.gxp 02/12/2005 14:04 Page ii $



gelber 3.gxp 02/12/2005 14:05 Page iii j\%

PALESTINE
1948

War, Escape and the Emergence of the
Palestinian Refugee Problem

YOAV GELBER

sussex

ACADEMIC
PRESS

BRIGHTON e PORTLAND

——



gelber 3.gxp 02/12/2005 14:05 Page iv $

Copyright © Yoav Gelber 2001; 2006

The right of Yoav Gelber to be identified as author of this work has been asserted in
accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

24681097531

First published in hardcover 2001; reprinted in paperback, with additional material, 2006
in Great Britain by
SUSSEX ACADEMIC PRESS
PO Box 2950
Brighton BN2 5SP

and in the United States of America by
SUSSEX ACADEMIC PRESS
5824 N.E. Hassalo St.
Portland, Oregon 97213-3644

All rights reserved. Except for the quotation of short passages for the purposes of
criticism and review, no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior
permission of the publisher.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Gelber, Yoav.
Palestine, 1948 / Yoav Gelber.
. cm.
Includes bibliographical references (p. ) and index.
ISBN 1-902210-67-0 (hardcover : alk. paper)
ISBN 1-84519-075-0 (paperback : alk. paper)
1. Israel-Arab War, 1948-1949. 2. Palestinian Arabs. 3. Refugees,
Arab.
L. Title: Palestine, nineteen forty-eight. II. Title.
DS126.9 .S44 2000
956.04'2—dc21 00-061213

Typeset and designed by G&G Editorial, Brighton & Eastbourne
Printed by TJ International, Padstow, Cornwall
This book is printed on acid-free paper.

——



gelber 3.gxp 02/12/2005 14:05 Page v $

0N O\ LW

g G Sy
NN W= O\

Contents

Foreword by Walter Lacquer
Acknowledgements

List of Abbreviations

Introduction

The Outbreak and Expansion of Hostilities
The Palestinians’ Organization for War

The Arab League’s Intervention

Shaping the Yishuv’s War Policy

The Beginnings of the Palestinians’ Mass-Flight
From a Civil War to Regular Warfare
Palestinian Society’s Collapse

The Arab Regular Armies’ Invasion of Palestine
Fighting and Flight after the Invasion

The Ten-Day Campaign and the Second Truce
The Palestinians’ Decay

Diplomacy and Intrigues

Operations in the Negev

The End of the War with Lebanon and Syria
Ending the War with Egypt and Transjordan
Welcoming the Refugees in the Arab States
From Flight to Refugeeism: Blocking the Return
Epilogue

Appendixes: | History and Invention: Was Plan D
a Blueprint for “Ethnic Cleansing?”; Il  Propaganda as
History: What Happened at Deir Yassin?; 11l Folklore

versus History: The Tantura Blood Libel
Notes

Glossary

Sources and Bibliography

Index

——

vi
1X

16
31
45
59
74
84
98
117
138
155
172
185
200
220
237
256
274
298
303

328
393
411
419





