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To: rangreen@brain.sn.apc.org, alef@research.haifa.ac.il
Subject: Re: ALEF: The on-going saga

Ran

while you raise important issues, please note that many many testimonies
appearing on the tapes are not touched upon what so ever by the lawyer. He
is interested in Palestinian testimonies only where he thinks they deny a
massacre. The clear cut testimonies are not there whatsoever. By focusing
on the clear cut testimonies we can capture the initiaitive, not by
defending Katz's method of quoting. By taking the evidence in Nimr al-Khatib
book as equivelent to an IDF document we can recapture the
intiaitve. If you play within the paradigms and prisma of the
establishment, you will not get very far. As the Judge in the court made
very clear in few words, she has very little respect for Palestinian
testimonies which insist without hesitations that a massacre was committed

At 20:37 23/01/2001 +0200, Ran Greenstein wrote

As the Katz-Tantura saga continues, some questions and tentative
assessments may be in order. I put these on the table without having
had the time to read through all of Ilan's transcripts, let along
compare them to the text of Katz's MA thesis (to which most of us
 have no access
It may be unfortunate, but the lawyer (Erdinast) has managed to
capture the initiative and dominate the agenda. We must recognise
that. His insistence that Katz distorted the testimonies and wrongly
attributed quotes to interviewees (whether deliberately or through
negligence is irrelevant) has convinced people that he has a solid
case. The only way to counter this is by demonstrating on a case by
case basis that Katz did indeed quote people correctly and did not
make anything up
If this CANNOT be done, let's say so and move on. Providing the full

transcripts (as Ilan has done) is very helpful, but is not an answer to
the specific questions raised by the lawyer. By this I do not mean that
it is Ilan's responsibility to counter the lawyer's arguments, but rather
that once it is in the public domain, the matter will not rest until the
issue of the quotes is resolved
While the question of the quotes and transcripts is likely to be sorted
out by the committee set by Haifa University (and there is a precise
answer to the question), this is unlikely to be the case for the
question of Katz's interpretation. A committee would not be able to
decide whether or not an academic had a right to interpret material in
 the way he did (once the accuracy of quotes has been established
result in such a determinationnor can a legal process
In any event, the question of Tantura and the 1948 war goes beyond
Katz's integrity and competence (or otherwise), and it would be
wrong to let these broader issues fall hostage to Katz's personal or
professional strengths or weaknesses
Of interest here is that the more the responses to the case attempt to
refute Katz, the more they establish the true nature of the war. Note
that none of the responses in the press (or the legal case against Katz
itself) denies the testimonies of Palestinians that they has been
subject to conquest, destruction of property and expulsion
Further, in a weird way, the destruction and expulsion become the
evidence that Katz is wrong. It is as if the establishment is saying
yes, we occupied, yes, we killed people in the course of the battle
yes we destroyed property, yes we ethnically cleansed the villages
yes we expelled people from their homes and country, BUT we did
not massacre unarmed Palestinians
The latter assertion may or not be true for Tantura but, more
importantly, these admissions decisively lay to rest the denial of the
Palestinian 1948 nakbah. I stand to be corrected, but it is the first
time to my knowledge that such admissions have been made publicly
by so many of the participants in the battles of 1948. Should we not
celebrate this small victory for historical truth"
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